
 Apostrophes writingcentre.stu.ca 
 
Uses 

 
Apostrophes show possession. This means they indicate ownership or belonging.  When they are used in 
this way, they are often followed by an “s.” 

 
 e.g. women’s rights e.g. Chris’s (or Chris’) house 
 e.g. the dog’s tail e.g. the baby’s toy 
 

There is one exception to this rule: if the owner is plural (i.e. is a group or collection of things) and the 
word already ends in “s,” we add just an apostrophe. 

 
 e.g. the boxes’ li



Practice Exercise 

Place an apostrophe and/or s where needed. 

1. A ladys purse was found on the floor of the movie theatre. 

2. 


